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Starting the Discussion 
Name at least one thing that you have heard in the news over the past few weeks.  Would you 
consider this “good news” or “bad news?”  In your opinion, what qualifies for something to be 
either good or bad news? 
 
Key Idea 
God’s love and acceptance of us is unmerited and unconditional. It is not based on anything we 
have done or could ever hope to do.  That’s good news! 
 
Engaging the Text 
“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us” (Romans 5:8 NKJV) 
 

Quick Facts: 
• This scripture is a part of the Apostle Paul’s letter explaining the good news of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ to the young Christian community at Rome. 
 
Questions to Ponder… 

1. What would you say is the difference between God’s love and man’s love? 
 

2. Why did God have to send Jesus Christ to Earth to die for the sins of man? 
 
3. Have you or anyone you’ve ever known done anything good enough to deserve what God 

did by sending Jesus? 
 

4. At this point, how would you describe the good news of the Gospel story? If you were 
talking to a friend about God’s plan for relating to us, what would you say? Do you still have 
some unanswered questions about the full meaning of the good news: How God loves us 
and sacrificed His Son for us? 

 
5. In the past, have you ever felt there were certain things that you had to do in order to receive 

God’s love and acceptance? What were some of those things? There have been times when I 
thought that I had to ________ in order to receive God’s love and acceptance. 

 
(For example: There have been times when I thought that I had to go to church a certain 
number of times or keep my life really together in order to receive God’s love.) 

 
In closing: 
God sent His son Jesus as a gift to us. There was nothing we could do to earn it.  He did it because 
He loves us. 
 
Many times it may seem hard to grasp that someone would do something for you without expecting 
anything in return.  But that’s just it…God is not just “someone” and He’s not like people.  God 
loves us unconditionally.   


